Book ReviewS
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 37, No. 3, May 2009 obstetrician's demand for a GA caesarean when time is short: how to avoid asking a family in-law to act as an interpreter for the non-English speaking patient. In this way, the book teaches both obstetric anaesthetic and non-anaesthetic technical skills. I recommend it.
R 190×250 mm; pp. 209; In common with many of the titles in the core topics series, this book provides an accessible overview of its subject matter in a concise format. The individually written chapters succinctly cover the essentials of airway management in a style that encourages the reader to delve into the book as required. Chapters from experts in the field cover subjects ranging from anatomy to medicolegal aspects of airway mortality, including excellent sections on general principles and a chapter dedicated to the lost airway. Many of the contributors have attempted to incorporate clinical insights and personal observations. Each chapter is summarised with a useful key points section.
The editors have endeavoured to present the material with minimal padding while maintaining a comprehensive coverage. For the most part they achieve this balance well, aided by a concentrated text and a liberal but appropriate amount of diagrams and pictures. The colour pictures are particularly clear, though they also serve to highlight the mediocrity of the rather prevalent black and white photographs.
Overall, this book succeeds in its aims and will therefore make a useful addition to the hospital library or anaesthetic departmental collection. While the contributors are mostly based in the United Kingdom, the content is generally relevant to Australian practice. I would envisage this book to be especially popular with anaesthetic trainees, though many specialists will also find some areas of interest.
Bill First published in 1983, this reference book will be familiar to most fellows and trainees. Two new editors, Hines and Marschall from Yale University, continue the work of the founding editors Stoelting and Dierdorf. The goal remains "to provide readers with current and concise descriptions of the pathophysiology and treatment of diseases and the impact they may have on the management of anesthesia". Medical systems are reviewed in turn. Common diseases such as cardiovascular disorders, pulmonary disease and diabetes mellitus receive more detailed discussion. Paediatric, geriatric and pregnant patients are considered separately.
This resource's main strengths are that it is comprehensive and detailed in achieving its stated goal. It incorporates updated international practice guidelines where appropriate. It is consistently wellstructured and reads easily, despite being multiauthored. In comparison to Miller's Anesthesia and The Oxford Handbook of Anaesthesia, the references sections may be more developed to direct readers to further sources of information. A new feature of this edition is the Expert Consult; once activated it allows the reader to access the entire contents of this reference book online which is handy, particularly after-hours on-call, when a patient with an uncommon co-morbidity presents for surgery.
Overall, this 2008 volume updates and improves upon earlier editions. It is easy to read and complements other major textbooks and handbooks on our specialty as it is comprehensive and systematic on less common co-existing diseases. This is a useful reference book that continues to hold an important place in departmental and personal libraries.
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